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Newspaper survival
Even in the digital age,
newspapers will survive. A4

Life! highlights the difficulties of college schedules. B6

Students march to the beat of the pro-life drum
By Kari Mitchell

"Roe v. Wade Violates the
American Way."
A bus left the LaHaye Student
"The March for Life seemed like
Center on the morning of Jan. 23, an opportunity for students to partransporting Liberty students and ticipate in something that we colstaff to the 33rd Annual March for lectively stand for," said Ira
Life pro-life rally in Washington, Richards, director of Student
D.C. LU members, along with Activities.
thousands of other pro-lifers,
The pro-lifers marched with the
marched
along
Constitution intention of "uncovering abortion
Avenue to the Capitol and Supreme evils and, in unity, educate America
Court, rallying on this year's theme, that the right to life rests in each
NEWS REPORTER

Former LU
student
keeps the
music alive
By Marcelo Quarantotto
LIFE! REPORTER

"It's a strange existence
that I live, but I love it,"
said alumnus John Mark
Painter about his current
life
as
an
artistic
Renaissance man residing
in Nashville. Once a music
major here at LU, Painter
has his hands in many different projects and recently
composed all of the music
in the newly-released movie
"Hoodwinked," a variation
of Little Red Riding Hood,
that has done exceedingly
well in the box office.
His "strange existence" as
a professional musician,
producer, arranger and
more is just as eclectic as
his musical influences:
Bugs Bunny, Led Zeppelin
and everything in between.
"I should probably get a
manager," said Painter,
"but I am involved in so
many different things that
it would be hard to find one
who would have that kind of
experience."
Growing up in Miami,
Painter became interested
in music by the time he was
10.
According
to
Wikipedia.com, by 11, he
was already playing trumpet, bass, piano, guitar and
saxophone, and at age 12 he
was telling people that he
wanted to be a producer.

human at fertilization," according demand an end to this intentional appointment to meet with their
to www.marchforlife.org. They killing of unborn humans.
Representatives and Senators to
mourned approximately 45 million
Last year, the March for Life discuss the need to overturn Roe v.
unborn victims and their mothers. Fund released a count of 100,000 Wade (www.marchforlife.org).
Freshman Ryan Sandel, who par- participants. More marchers
"We wanted to give LU students a
ticipated in the march, knows peo- crowded on side streets along chance to support this belief and
ple who have been affected by abor- Constitution Avenue and were not show our leaders that there are
tion. It's an issue that's widespread, counted. "Many feel abortion is young people out there who hold
and he feels people need to "stand wrong. The march keeps the issue these values.
up against it before it gets worse." on the table," said Sandel. Those
The March for Life organization attending the march also had the
Please see MARCH, page A3
believes that Americans must opportunity to schedule an

Keep yourself cool: Fire safety on campus
By Joanne Tang
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

A high-pitched wail erupts, and
bright lights suddenly start to flash,
a rotating spark of light that can
only signal one thing: danger.
At approximately 1:30 p.m.
Monday afternoon, Liberty students
in DeMoss found themselves filing
out of the building, and standing
outside for more than half an hour.
While the fire alarm was revealed
later to be the work of a practical
joker, the response of students
brought to light the need to take
these events seriously.
"When the alarm goes off, it's
time to evacuate," said Major
Gregory T. Berry of the Liberty
University Police Department. "The
majority of people respond well (to
fire alarms), but there are people
who think it's a drill or who wait for
someone to say it's real."
While most cases of fires on campuses are caused by arson, everyday
objects catching fire cause a great
deal of them. Objects such as electrical outlets and appliances are
dangers of which many students
might not be aware.
Non-combustible items are things
that are fireproof, and not very
many things fit the bill. According
to Lynchburg Fire Marshal Doug
DeJarnette, items such as curtains
are cause for concern. Many students purchase curtains for their
dorm room or use bed sheets in an
artistic effort to save money. Unless
these items are rated as being noncombustible, DeJarnette said, they
are a danger. He said that the reason why most students do not buy
non-combustible
curtains
is
because they are significantly more
expensive than regular curtains.
Sometimes the most unsuspecting of things can be a safety concern.

PHOTO CREDIT

THE WAITING GAME —Students evacuated to the front parking lot of DeMoss Monday afternoon as LUPD checked the building.

Please see FIRE, page A3
Please see PAINTER, page A3

Homiletics lab gives preachers practice Follow crime in UK
By Tanya Whelly

By Jason deBruyn
NEWS REPORTER

Beginning this semester,
Liberty University students
aspiring to become preachers will have a new venue in
which to practice. A new
homiletics lab has replaced
old classroom 103 in the religion hall, transforming a
standard classroom into a
miniature sanctuary.
The lab has many similarities to a chapel so that the
students can have a better
feel for how things will be
once they step behind a pulpit at a real church. There are
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT — The church-like environment helps students.

will be visiting many of these
sights for the first time with
Criminal Justice Professor the group.
"The places we will be visitPaul Rickert and his wife,
Michelle, will take a group of ing are not aspects that the
students overseas to experi- normal citizen can experience the criminological histo- ence," Rickert said.
ry of London and Edinburg
The group will set off from
seven days after graduation. Washington
D.C.
on
The trip will last 10 days and Saturday, May 20, for an
will allow students to exam- overnight flight to London.
ine the cultural differences of Once there, they will visit the
a world rich in background.
Wormwood Scrubs Prison,
Rickert, who has spent Clinks Prison Museum and
years traveling to 23 different the Old Bailey, as well as
countries, believes this trip many other attractions.
will be an invaluable experience to all of the students who
attend. Though he has travPlease see CRIME, page A3
eled to London in the past, he
NEWS REPORTER

four stained glass windows
opposite each other on the
sides of the room and the
seats are cushioned and
placed in rows to resemble
pews. A large pulpit on a
small stage completes the
room, giving the students a
true feel of what it is like to
preach in a chapel setting.
Although all these features
are great, they are not what
make this room such an
excellent tool for professors
to help their students
become better preachers.
Please see HOMILETICS, page A2
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Zeta Tau inductions

^M
starring aaron betwett

^i.

Let's be honest, it is not easy to survive as my roommate's frowns, another phrase to
the little guy in a big gym. It's not like I am suppress is, "Really? I have to do that HOW
an Adonis gone soft, seeking only to shed many times?" The best thing to do is just
the outer layer which is hiding my inner suck it up and pretend like it is fun.
After a few months, I will admit, there is a
Brad-Pitt-in-Mr.-and-Mrs.-Smith physique.
sense of belonging that occurs. And it doesNo sirree. I'm starting from scratch here.
When going to the gym, it is important to n't hurt that when I "flex," something acturemember one thing: the equipment is just ally happens. I have found it best not to flex
as afraid of you as you are of it. This is cer- in public, because what you see as progress,
tainly not the truth, but it takes the edge off. likely just made your competitor's day. My
I found it very helpful that my new room- gym motto and my life motto has become
mate took time from his busy 250-pound this: "When you can't be strong, be funny."
Girls like this .. as a
benching schedule to lend
me a hand. I like to pre- ——————
friend. While there is
tend that he works for me
no serious threat of
and that at any time, I
injury with today's
"My gym motto and my safety
could fire him if I don't get
standards, it is
my desired results (just life motto has become this: important to watch
kidding, buddy... heh heh). 'When you can't be strong, out for injuries to the
He has all sorts of rules,
ego.
Beware the
be funny.'"
and a very regimented
friendly guy who is
plan.
just really standing
next to you to feel betUnfortunately, it all
involves picking up really heavy things, over ter about himself. (I can't tell you how many
times I've had to walk away from Skinny
and over.
The actual working-out is the easy part. McKinney for this very reason.)
When wondering how you're going to move
Finally, even if you can't bench press over
your arms up another inch, it is really diffi- 90 pounds - I mean, over 200 pounds, you
cult to allow your inner monologue to can distract people by showing them you
include: "I wonder if people think I look cool can be good at other things, too. For examright now.""
ple, karate kicks just really aren't as hard as
However, those thoughts come rushing in you think, but take my advice - singing does
like the Nile unleashed, the singular not go over well. To show that you too can
moment your roommate takes the weight be aggressive and manly, shy away from
out of your hands, you stand up and the physical acts and just talk some smack. But
dizziness wears off. I learned that in order to make sure that if you get really mouthy, that
establish what I like to call, "Gym Cred," you it is directed to someone plugged into their
want to avoid phrases like this: "Hey man, iPod.
can I get a spot with this bar?" Judging by

By Angela Franulovich
NEWS REPORTER

Zeta Tau, Liberty University's chapter of
Sigma Tau Delta, the International Honor
Society in English, will hold its annual
induction ceremony today at 7 p.m. in
DeMoss Hall's Grand Lobby.
Zeta Tau's president, senior Stephanie
Brown, said that although LU's English
honor society has existed for about 20
years, this year's ceremony is slated to be
the "biggest induction in our history."
"We've grown tremendously over the
last five years," said Brown.
Zeta Tau's faculty advisor, Carolyn
Towles, said that membership in the honor
society offers English students recognition
for academic achievement, provides a sense
of community and presents members with
the opportunity to publish works in the
society's newsletter.
Towles said the society offers its members service opportunities, such as taking
part in Campus Clean-up and a Christmas
shoebox drive, as well as fun-time opportunities, such as monthly outings for hikes or
movie nights. Zeta Tau also holds the

Liberty
University's
Theatre Arts department is
gearing up for what some
are saying will be the best
production Liberty has
ever seen. Professor Linda
Nell Cooper will direct
Stephen Sondheim's Tony

larities are the only similarities.
According to box office
manager and prop-master
Hud McWilliams, "Into the
Woods" is, "deeper ... and
musically very robust."
Cooper's concept of "Into
the Woods" is set apart
from other renditions by
her emphasis on the role of

break the spell, they interact with such fairytale
superstars as Cinderella,
Rapunzel and The Big Bad
Wolf from Little Red
Riding Hood. Throughout
the journey the baker and
his wife learn valuable lessons about responsibility.
"The story in and of itself
is an amazing story ... it is

Award-winning

the father.

so rich with meaning ... it is

The play stars a baker
and his wife, played by
Aaron Bennett and Andrea
Grillo. The two find themselves under a curse rendering them childless. As
they peruse a medieval setting searching for a way to

about parenting and growing up and being careful of
how you do things because
people will watch, people
will pay attention ... if put
it into a Christian setting,
we> need to be careful as
Christians how we react
and what we do and how
we act and what we say,
because people are watching us," said McWilliams.
"Into the Woods" is, "a
beautiful show from a
beautiful
script," said
Cooper.
The play debuts Feb. 10
at the 250-seat Lloyd
Auditorium located in the
Fine Arts Department.
"Into the Woods" shows
Feb. 16-18, 21 and 23-25 at
7:30 p.m. Tickets go on
sale Feb. 6. Student tickets
are $6.

NEWS REPORTER

fairytale

play, "Into the Woods,"
which debuts in February.
The plot is set around a
rag-tag group of fairytale
characters, comparable to
Dreamworks's blockbuster
hits Shrek and Shrek 2.
However, casting simi-

Contact
Matthew
Warner
mjwarner@liberty.edu.
LUKE VANWINGERBEN

Continued from page 1

The room comes equipped with
PowerPoint capabilities, as well as lighting around the pulpit. A camera is mounted in the back of the room, which feeds
into a TV next to it so the students can
view themselves as they preach. The camera also feeds back to a control room,
which can record anything directly onto
DVDs for the student to view after the
class.
Each seat has headphones that also feed
to the control room. Homiletics professor
Dr. Paul Fink can sit in the control room
and speak to the students who are listen-

STEVE FINKEL

IN CONTROL — The new Lab features control room
allowing teacher to communicate with students.
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WOODLAND CREATURES — Cast members rehearse for the Feb. 16 debut.
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HOMILETICS: Preaching o n

Take a trip Into the Woods'
By Matthew Warner

Evening of Performance in Literature each
spring.
This year's list of inductees include:
Katelyn Albrecht, Brandon Ambrosino,
Brittany Arpke, Scott Behm, Sara
Boersema, Erin Beard, Robin Burnett,
Katherine Curtis, Suzanne Edwards, Mary
Fleming, Jamie Harner, T.J. Heaslip, Tara
Hedrick, Ellissa Keith, Amber Lockard,
Janet Maxwell, Rachel Powell, Kristi
Rabenhorst, Hayley Ruffner, Tonia
Rutherford, Anne Ryan, Jennifer Schmidt,
Heather Spear, Kirsten Staaby, Stephanie
Taylor, Philip Tuminaro, Rebekah
Wahlquist, Ashley Wolpert, Melonie
Yielding, Andy Rosenbaum and Tiffany
Wyrick.
English majors or minors interested in
joining Zeta Tau can apply in the fall for
spring induction. According to Towles, eligible candidates will have completed freshman English requirements, earned no less
than a B in each English class and earned
an overall GPA of 3.25.
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ing, without disturbing the student
preaching. Fink can also record his comments directly onto the DVD that the student preaching will be able to hear later.
This allows the students listening to the
sermon to hear feedback about the message in real time without having to wait
until the end of class to hear the strong or
weak points of the homily.
Dustin Jones, a student in Fink's class,
loved the room because it simulated a
"great church environment" in which to
practice before preaching in a real church.
The entire project has been in the works
for more than three years and cost almost
$100,000. Half of the money was donated
from various individuals around the country and the other half was matched by a
company based out of Richmond who
wished to remain anonymous.
Fink, along with Dr. Elmer Towns, is
excited about the potential the lab offers
and is planning an opening ceremony with
Dr. Jerry Falwell during one of Fink's
classes to introduce the lab to the student
body.
Although the lab is intended for
homiletics students only, Fink encourages
students to drop by and check out the lab.
He even suggests that students stay to
hear the sermons of the students. Fink's
classes are on MWF at 11:30 and 12:35 for
anyone who would be interested in hearing a student practice, and the lab is open
for anyone to check out throughout the
day when the lab is not being used for
class.
Confacf Jason
bruyn@liberty.edu.

deBruyn at

jmde-

1971 University Blvd.

™ »
Policies
The Champion encourages community members to submit letters to
the editor on any subject. Letters
should not exceed 400 words and
must be typed and signed. The deadline is 6 p.m. Monday.
Letters and columns that appear
are the opinion of the author solely,
not the Champion editorial board or
Liberty University.
All material submitted becomes
property of the Champion. The
Champion reserves the right to accept,
reject or edit any letter received —
according to the Champion stylebook,
taste and the Liberty University mission statement.
Send letters to: Liberty Champion,
Liberty University, Box 2000,
Lynchburg, VA 24506 or drop off in
DeMoss Hall 1035.
The Champion is available online
at: www.liberty.edu/info/champion.
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FIRE: Hazards lurk at every corner MARCH: Rally draws
students to D.C.

Continued from page 1

unplug appliances when
jSc not in use
^ one surge protector per
* < outlet
JL close your doors: no propP* ping
^ keep simultaneous use of
* * appliances to a minimum
4 . extension cords are for
7**. temporary use only
^
x

turn off all appliances even
if leaving "just for a minute"

A no flammables, like alumi.T-« num foil, should be placed
in the microwave when
heating food

dorm
no-no's
0 toaster ovens
<S> crock pots
0 toasters
0 hot water heaters
0 hot plates
0 waffle irons
0 portable stoves
0

matches/lighters

0 candles
0 fireworks

"One of the things people don't know is how
to use an extension cord," said DeJarnette.
Extension cords are rated for certain uses pick the cord for a use that it isn't rated for, and
there might be trouble. The issue of price
comes up again, as most students look for the
cheapest extension cord without looking at
whether it is appropriate for the kind of use for
which the student intends it.
DeJarnette used the analogy of using a straw
to drink out of a glass. The straw is the extension cord, and the water in the glass is the
power. If one squeezes the straw, it makes it
harder for the water to reach the top. In the
case of an extension cord, if too much power is
trying to make it to an appliance and the cord
is not made to transfer that much power, it
could short the cord.
An elderly Lynchburg man died Monday
Jan. 23, in a fire caused by a space heater
hooked up to an extension cord. The fire is a
prime example ofthe ravages of fire when electrical devices are not used properly.
DeJarnette also cites artwork unprotected by
glass as dangerous. When fire spreads on a
wall, posters not protected by glass catch on
fire easier and can spread the fire faster. The
glass acts as a barrier between the fire and the
igniter, like how a closed door acts as a barrier
between the fire and a safer part of the building.
The Liberty Way bans the possession of
things such as candles, personal space heaters
and hot plates. The banning of these items is
for protection of students and the dorms.
Personal space heaters require three feet of
space all around, and in a cramped room with
three roommates, that much space is often
hard to come by. DeJarnette said the reason
why hot plates and toaster ovens are not

CRIME: Track
Jack the Ripper
in London

At)AM BlSIIOI1

SNUFF IT

• Candles are just one hazard on dorm halls.

allowed in dorm rooms is because they are heat
sources and can ignite fires. Another fact that is
not widely known is that when students cook in
their rooms, the food creates grease and
deposits grease vapors onto the walls. The
coating makes walls more flammable and susceptible to hazards.
DeJarnette urges students to keep their
doors closed, to turn off unneeded appliances
and unplug them, and to put things away when
they are not in use. With more awareness, students can prevent fires and keep each other
safe.
The key is to "keep fuel away from heat," said
DeJarnette. Keeping fuels from reaching heat
sources is part of the "very basics of fire prevention."

Contact Joanne Tang

atjtang@liberty.edu.
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Continued from page!

They will also get a close-up look at
London's history by taking part in two walking tours, one about Jack the Ripper and
another about Sherlock Holmes.
On Friday, May 26, the group will take a
private coach to Edinburg where they will
visit the Rossyln Chapel, St. Giles' Cathedral
and Saughton Prison. At Edinburg Castle, the
group will be able to view the Scottish Crown
Jewels and the scepter and sword of Scotland,
the oldest insignia in Europe.
In addition to sightseeing, students will
visit rural and city police stations in both
England and Scotland in order to experience
the workings of today's British penal system.
While in Scotland, the group will hear personal accounts from a Detective of Scotland
Yard.
"We will be hitting on several aspects historically and culturally ofthe three aspects of
Criminal Justice," said Rickert, "policing,
courts and corrections."
In addition to planned visits, students will
also have free time to spend at their own
leisure.
The total price ofthe trip is $2,575, which
includes airfare, transportation, hotel accommodations, breakfasts and one farewell dinner. Students are responsible for their passports, personal expenses and all other meals.
A $250 deposit is due Feb. 10, which is the
deadline for student registration.
Interested students can receive three
Comparative Criminal Justice credits at summer tuition rates for the trip. Interested students can contact Rickert at prickert@liberty.edu.
Contact Tanya Whelly at
ty.edu.

promoted and encouraged
on our campus. We believe
I hope that by offering stu- that life begins at concepdents the chance to partici- tion, that it is precious and
pate, it helped send a mes- that it should be protected,"
sage about who we are and said Richards.
what we believe as a univerEach session included a
sity," said Richards.
variety of speakers and tools
In addition to the events to educate the public about
held on Monday, a two-day the horrors of abortion.
convention
took
place Ereshman Jessica Foster
Saturday
a n d Sunday. said about the material used
During this time, three ses- during the rally, "The picsions were held focusing on tures were gross. They would
life principles, a set of princi- make anybody change their
ples expressing the ideals mind."
motivating
pro-life
This was Foster's second
Americans and indicating March for Life rally and
first.
"I was
the purpose of the March for Sandel's
Life. According to these prin- strengthened by the march.
ciples, all human beings are Thousands of people were
created equal and arethere. It makes you want to
endowed by the Creator with keep fighting," h e said.
certain unalienable rights. Richards encourages all stuAll humans have a right to dents to get involved. "It is
life. That right should be pre- important for Liberty stusented a n d protected by dents to be proactive in govevery human as well as soci- ernment by voting in elecety as a whole. Life begins at tions and by being aware of
the moment of conception. important issues that are
The life of each human shaping our nation's collecshould be preserved and pro- tive belief system," she said.
tected from the biological
beginning and throughout
Contact Kari Mitchell at
the natural continuum of the kdmitchell2@liberty.edu.
human
being's
life
(www.marchforlife.org). "We
know that a pro-life worldview is something that is

Continued from page 1

tmwhelly@liber-

PAINTER: Christians in the media
Continued from page 1

"By that point, I wasn't really sure what
that meant, but it's funny how those things
turn out," said Painter.
"Prodigy would be the most descriptive
word for him," said former classmate Byrd
Preston. "He was a gifted trumpet player and
as I would come to learn, he was also proficient at nearly every other instrument. John
was 15 when I came to Liberty (then Liberty
Baptist College) in 1983. He would turn 16
during the fall semester and get his driver's
license."
According to Painter's sister, Dr. Karen
Parker, who is currently Dean of the School
of Education, he was a member of the LU
marching band and traveled with Sounds of
Liberty as an instrumentalist.
For his senior year in undergrad, Painter
transferred to Belmont in Nashville and met
Fleming McWilliams who is now his wife.
The couple started a rock group during the
1990s called Fleming & John. Fleming &
John recorded three albums, the first being a
tribute album to 1980s musician Steve
Taylor named "Harder to Believe than Not
To," and the others were originals called
"Delusions of Grandeur" and "The Way We
Are."
When Fleming & John was pursuing
a record deal, Painter managed to keep himself fairly busy by putting in studio time with
musical parts for acts such as Sixpence None

the Richer, dcTalk, Jars of Clay, Jewel and
more, according to Wikipedia.com.
It has been some time since the last
Fleming & John album, but that doesn't
mean Painter has been out of work. He is
now living his childhood aspiration of being
a producer and has worked with artists
including John Mayer, Newsboys, William
Shatner, And You Will Know Us by the Trail
of Dead and Ben Folds, and has even performed on Conan O'Brien. He also enjoys
playing at local venues when he can and is
occasionally hired as a photographer.
His recent involvement in Hoodwinked
has been his first work with a major motion
picture. Not only was he involved in the
musical aspects ofthe film, but his wife wrote
a song for the movie, as well.
Currently, he is working on two projects.
The first one is a musical h e is putting
together with Liberty's own Director of
Theater Linda Nell Cooper and composer
David Legg, both who participated in marching band with Painter. The musical is called
"The Miracle of Christmas," and is being
made for Miracle Theater of Pigeon Forge,
Tenn.
The second project is a movie called "The
Second Chance" that will be directed by Steve
Taylor. The star of this film will be Michael
W. Smith, and it will open on Feb. 17 in
select theaters across the country. "A lot of
movie production companies are moving in
the direction of doing religiously-based

films," said Painter who has produced some
of the songs from the movie as well as
arranged some of the scores.
Painter described how t h e movie is
released in about 35 cities as kind of an
experiment to see how well it will do and the
idea that if production companies see there is
a market for films like this, there will be
more to come. "So, go see the film, because
it's always a good idea to support other
Christians in the arts," Painter said.
"I do a lot of things and stay pretty busy...
My hobbies and what I enjoy doing is synonymous with my work," said Painter. "If you
are faint of heart, don't do what I do."
As encouragement to the students he said
that when looking at people who are successful in careers that seem desirable but seem so
distant, don't be discouraged. It's usually a
matter of going to the right places and talking to the right people.
His don't-settle-for-mediocrity ideology is
both a refreshment and encouragement to
anyone wanting to do something in the artistic realm. "It may seem that your goals are
far from reality, but the people that have
made it are just people ... You can do it too,"
he said.
Contact Marcelo Quarantotto
antotto@liberty.edu.
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OPINION

"The mistake the newspapers-are-dead crowd makes is believing that trend lines continue in the same direction forever. It pays to remember that new communications
media rarely eliminate the old ones; the old simply adapt to accommodate the new."
PaulFarhi
WASHINGTON POST REPORTER IN THE AMERICAN JOURNALISM REVIEW, JUNE/JULY 2005

News v. theNet
Newspapers will survive in the digital world
1'"

Philip Meyer, professor of
communications at UNC Chapel Hill, asserts in his
book "The Vanishing Newspaper," that the last daily
newspaper will be recycled in
2040—just 34 years from
now. Meyer's claim is simple:
Newspapers can't survive in a
digital world, particularly the
Internet.
wotring
I say, not true.
Newspapers have been around for more than 300 years.
Since then, we have seen the telephone, radio, television,
cable and satellite become a part of the daily life of every
American. Newspapers survived them all. And now it's facing just another media to adapt to: the Internet. In spite of
circulation numbers dropping, which they have, newspapers
are still poised to have an impact in the average American's
day-to-day world. In fact, according to Paul Farhi, a Washington Post reporter, who wrote "A Bright Future for Newspapers" in the American Journalism Review, newspapers
may have the best shot out of any of the "old media to survive
in a new-media world."
According to Farhi, were it not for the elections last year,
cable news would have experienced its third consecutive
non-growth year. Network television has been on a decline,
as well. According to Farhi, CBS, NBC and ABC have lost 26
percent of their viewers since the mid-gos. Figures are comparable for radio and magazines. The media industry is seeing
a decline across the board, not just for newspapers. Yet no
one is lamenting the extinction of these media.
There has been a lot of hype over the last few years about
newspaper folding because of the Internet. Most offer two
solutions: One, the only way for the newspaper to survive is

to be completely online. In fact, some are saying that the
printing presses should be stopped this very moment and
that newspapers are already obsolete. Or two, another popular belief is that newspapers will become extinct when "citizen-journalists," a glorified term for "bloggers," take over the
industry. However, according to Farhi, a Pew Internet &
American Life Project report in 2004 said that only 2 percent
of people surveyed said the Internet was their only source of
news. People still want their traditional forms of media to get
their news, and newspapers around the country have still
been dedicated to publishing a print edition.
Last year, I heard a rumor perpetuated over and over
again that the Washington Post was going to be completely
online within two years. Here we are a year later, and still
there has been no such move from the Post. Furthermore, as
chronicled in the Columbia Journalism Review, even the
New Orleans Times-Picayune was anxious to get their paper
printed after Hurricane Katrina. Both offices of the TimesPicayune were destroyed after the hurricane, but they set up
camp elsewhere and kept working. They published editions
of their paper on their blog for two days after the worst of the
storm went through. But after that first two days, and ever
since, they have continued to print daily papers. If there had
ever been a time for a newspaper to try an all-online publication, it would have been the Times-Picayune. But they still
wanted a printed paper. Online wasn't enough. Neither was a
blog.
Some say bloggers are the news source of the future.
Unfortunately, there's one fundamental problem with that:
most bloggers don't actually do their own reporting. Kathleen Parker of the Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel accurately points
out in a commentary entitled "Lord of the Blogs," that bloggers rely on mainstream journalists to do the "heavy lifting,"
she wrote, such as reviewing the tedious documents that are
important, but boring, or actually interviewing the people

about whom the article is written. It's easy to link to an existing article, but actually digging through the information and
getting the interviews to talk to the people behind the scenes
is the hard work and the real reporting. Even Matt Drudge,
who is credited for breaking the "Zippergate" story involving
former President Bill Clinton and White House intern Monica Lewinsky, took that story from Newsweek. It wasn't his
research that uncovered the affair between Clinton and
Lewinsky, but a tip from someone else saying Newsweek had
the story and held it until the next issue was to print.
Granted, Drudge did check with his own sources before publishing his story, but it is still Michael Isikoff, the reporter
who uncovered the story, who deserves the credit. Regrettably, the same is true for most bloggers. They don't report.
They either take something from the mainstream and link up
to it, or spout off their own opinions about what happened,
which isn't journalism at all.
Journalism is a profession. It takes schooling, training
and hard work to be a reporter. Reporting is more than taking
an AP news story, mixing in your personal opinions and conspiracy theories and plastering them all over the Web.
Reporting is a detailed and accurate account of the facts.
In no other industry do professionals go to such extremes
to make sure their work is true, accurate and objective. No
other profession is considered so important and vital to the
American way of life that it is protected by the First Amendment. It is incredible to me, as a journalist, that my job enjoys
the same constitutional protection as the freedom of religion
and right to free speech. Newspapers are an integral part of
American society. They are a written, daily history of our culture, they are a public forum for the exchange of ideas, they
are a watchdog against the abuse of power, they are tangible
and they will always exist.
Contact Alicia Wotring at aawotring@liberty.edu.
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material in my histoiy class."
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that students have about
things and hear their ideas."
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COMMENTARY
Discretion needed in media coverage during wartime
On Jan. 7, 2006, U.S. citi•zen Jill Carroll, a reporter
I with the Christian Science
Monitor, was taken hostage
by an insurgent group who
refer to themselves as the
: "Revenge Brigade." She is
one of the hundreds of foreigners taken captive since
12003, of which 54 are known
! to have been killed, accord- hilarydyer
ing to MSNBC. These facts
! are widely known to the public largely because of the extensive publicity given to terrorist groups who would take
j hostages. While it seems that we, as Americans have a defij nite interest in the happenings overseas, a balance needs to
; be struck, so as to not be a means for them to get their mes; sage out.
The American occupation of Iraq has been the tagline for
; news agencies across the globe since the spring of 2003.
! These news agencies have sent reporters by the hundreds
. into this Middle East nation in order to deliver information
1 to the public. When reporters are sent into a war zone, cerI tain dangers are expected. The kidnapping of foreign jour-

nalists is not a new happening; however, the Iraqi insurgents seem to find it a successful tactic.
Foreigners aren't the only ones being taken hostage or
being killed. According to the Washington Post, Iraqi officials say that about 30 Iraqis a day are reported kidnapped,
only to be rescued by ransom paid by family members, or
else killed. Numerous Iraqis have been killed in other insurgent related efforts, such as suicide bombings. But these
groups have realized that in order to gain the attention of
the world, they must focus their cruelty upon foreigners,
particularly foreigners with a tie to the public, such as journalists.
Fox News reports that the "Revenge Brigade" is threatening to kill Carroll if the Iraqi women being held by U.S.
forces were not released.What better way to get across their
message to the world than to have western broadcasters airing video clips and still photos showing three armed men
holding an innocent American woman hostage? The unfortunate fact, is that although many see these photos as a sad
reflection of the human state, some see them as a group of
individuals dedicated to a cause. Outside of America, where
western ideals don't exist, the airing of these tapes can actually serve as recruitment propaganda for terrorists. It seems,
then, that some discretion should exist in what we decide to
put on the air.

Punishing criminals should be
left to courts, not individuals
In the past few years, many
1 cases have been brought to
1 light regarding church officials
; committing rape crimes
j against children and other
; members of communities
I across the country. Fox News
: reported a recent rapist convicj tion in Boston, Massachusetts.
! On Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2006,
I defrocked priest Paul Shanley laurenhall
I was sentenced to 12 to 15 years
for, among other things, the repeated raping of a boy in the 1980s.
j To most, this seems like a lienient sentence for such a horrible
; crime. Even so, this does not give us the right to take matters into
; our own hands, when it comes to punishing these criminals.
If you are thinking that Shanley is going to be sitting in prison
j twiddling his thumbs for the next 12 years contemplating his next
! victim, think again. His parole hearing will come up in about
1 eight years, and he will have to ride out his sentence of probation
I for 10 years, after which he will essentially be a free man.
Information like this is not only disturbing, but infuriating.
Prosecuting attorney Lynn Rooney said, "There has been no
; remorse shown on the part of this defendant. There has been no
acceptance of responsibility." How many of us would love to take
matters like these into our own hands and make sure that men
! like this could never harm anyone again?
One man did. According to Fox News, in August, 2003,
. inmate Joseph Druce sneaked into fellow inmate John Geoghan's
! cell and strangled him. Geoghan was a priest who had been serv1 ing a sentence for molesting a boy, and had been accused of abusing 150 other children. Druce said, "I had seen myself as the des-

In this present war, as in the wars of the past century, the
media plays a significant role. The public's thoughts and
opinions concerning such matters are greatly influenced by
the media. The purpose of the media is to inform the public.
If, in doing so, the media aids the enemies of our nation,
should they be kept off the air?
Many conservatives feel that the media has been biased in
the coverage of the war in Iraq, leading Americans to believe
that conditions are worse than in reality. While this may be
true, we, as American citizens, should be allowed to know
about these situations. The problem is that the media is
essentially a double-edged sword: it gives us the information we should know, but in some cases, it may serve to further the cause of our enemy.
What, then, should we do? It seems both impractical, and
extreme to shut down, or censor certain types of reports. On
the other hand, the media can serve as a channel which furthers the propaganda of some radical forces. Perhaps these
two are not mutually exclusive, and some type of balance
can be struck between the two. Regardless of where you fall
on this issue, some action should be taken to withdraw some
of the free publicity our media gives to these groups.
Contact Hilary Dryer at hadryer@liberty.edu

LISTEN UP!
IT'S YOUR TURN TO DECIDE

ignated individual who had to put a stop to the pedophilia in the
church." Joseph Druce felt that God had called him to avenge the
crimes committed against his children. I must confess that, when
I read this story, I did not feel any remorse for the death of John
Geoghan. I think the world is most likely better off without him.
In this case, however, it does not matter what I think. What
matters is the fact that God knows what men like those described
above have done and will continue to do. He sees the crimes they
have committed against his children and he will not let them go
unpunished. In a world where justice often fails to meet our
expectations, sometimes the only comforting thought is that God
will eventually step in. On the whole, our justice system can be
very effective in some cases. In others, it can fall short. I can see
why, in these cases, some individuals would feel the need to
implement their own methods of punishment. However, this sort
of vigilante justice is not only chaotic, but is also proud, in a sense.
Who are we to help God administer justice? It seems to be that
God has the power to correctly and fairly take care of these things
on His own and will do so in a manner that is far more effective
than what we could devise.
Even the most abhorrent offenses require uniform justice.
Heinous offenses such as child rape cause unmitigated rage and
anger amongst many Americans, and rightfully so. However, we
must remember that taking the law into our own hands undermines the very reason that we have a justice system: to ensure a
fair and uniform treatment of criminals. Beyond this, we must
recognize that ultimately, punishment must come from above,
and we should not, in our anger, wildly punish crimes in the
name of God.

• According to the Arizona Star, Phoenix has tied the
record for most days without rain at 101. In the coming
days, there is no forecasted rain, and a new record will be
set. The last time it rained in Phoenix was on Oct. 18,
2005.
• Former president Bill Clinton was quoted as saying
that global climate change is the greatest problem facing
humanity, according to newsday.com. Of climate change,
Clinton said, "It's the only thing that I believe has the
power to fundamentally end the march of civilization as
we know it, and make a lot of the other efforts that we're
making irrelevant and impossible." The former president
said that this problem is followed in importance only by
global inequality and the apparent irreconcilable difference between the ideologies of terrorists and the world.
• Breitbart.com is reporting that Italian Premier Silvio
Berlusconi, in an effort to lead in improving morality in
his country, has made a pledge to abstain from sex until
the April 9 elections. A conservative who has stood firmly for family values, Premier Berlusconi has made this
election personal in an attempt to reach those who hold
family values dear. His opponent, Romano Prodi, is a left
wing politician who has also served as premier.

The Mascot Meets a Power-Hungry RA

Contact Lauren Hall at lehall@liberty.edu
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Give yourself a break with home made

Mountain Frost Creamery
(ce Cream
Tired of chips and dip for the Super Bowl?
Bring us a cooler and well fill it with Ice Cream!
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-Buy 7 qrts and take home one qrf. free!
Buy 10 qrts and get one free grt. Plus an
One Single SCOOP
I
official MFC gear t-shirf!
f Refi. $2.79J for the price of
Hours
1513 Enterprise Dr.
a kids SCOOP C$1.49J
Monday-Thursday til 9 p.m.
Wyndhurst
Must present Coupon!
Friday-Saturday til 11 P.m.
Lynchburg. VA 24502
Sunday til 9 p.m.

434.237.0305

Now two locations in
lynchburg.
•Wards Road
• 4018 Wards Road 237-2880

•Wyndhurst
108 Tradewynd Drive 832-7044

Come by and check out our

February Specials!
Get and early start on your Spring
Break tan!

JANUARY 31, 2006

Page A6, THE LIBERTY CHAMPION

Students cope with new culture Out with the old, in with the new
By Angela Franulovich
By Jeremy Wicks
NF.WS REPORTER

On Thursday, Jan. 26,
Liberty's
international
department hosted a dinner
in the Reber-Thomas presidential banquet hall for the
students who came to Liberty
from Nepal. In recent years,
Liberty's student body has
seen a large increase in
Nepalese students. The students were dressed colorfully
in their traditional Nepalese
clothes and were served a traditional Nepalese dinner.
The increase in international students from Nepal is
partially attributed to civil
unrest in the central Asian
country. Last February, King
Gyanendra, the current ruler
of Nepal, disbanded the
elected government and
seized total control of Nepal.
Protesters have rallied in the
streets of Nepal's capital city,
Katmandu, to restore democracy.
Pravesh
Mahat,
an
accounting major who came
to Liberty from Nepal, commented on King Gyanendra's
rule. "We felt good at first,
but now the King is looking
more like a dictator than a
ruler," said Mahat. Mahat
also said that many of his colleagues left Nepal in order to

NEWS REPORTER

escape the civil dispute.'
"The students are the ones
who are leading the protest,"
said Mahat. If the students
were going to school in
Nepal, that could place them
in the middle of the dispute.
According to Nepalese students, their homeland is a
beautiful country. Its borders
hold the greatest heights of
the Himalayas, including Mt.
Everest, which draws tourists
from all around the world.
"In our country we see a lot of
tourists, but it is funny
because now we are the
tourists," said business management major Ashis Limbu.
Limbu said that everyone
should visit Pokhara, which
is the most beautiful city in
Nepal. Pokhara is famous for
its epic view of Mt. Everest.
The Nepalese students
commented that since being
at Liberty they have been
treated extremely well by the
student body. According to
many of them, they chose
Liberty because of the good
environment and discipline
the university offers.
Despite the current civil
dispute, the Nepalese students miss their home. Sunil
Mahat, a computer science
major at Liberty, said that
most of all, he misses the
Nepalese food.

Kuplpana Bhandari arrived
at liberty from Nepal with
The fenced area surrounded by evergreen
five other Nepalese students trees, just below the LCA bus lot, still looks
a year and a half ago to study more like an industrial facility than a univerhealth promotions. Bhandari sity campus - but a change is slowly taking
said that the biggest obstacle place.
in adapting to American culLU has been removing oil and water tanks
ture was adjusting to from this area since last fall.
American food. "In Nepal we
"Research is now underway to remove the
eat rice and cooked vegeta- remaining water tank. We have received probles, (but) here, is very differ- posals from two engineers ... (and) a third
ent." She also had some diffi- proposal is due in the next 30 days ... we
culty being understood ini- hope to have (the tank) removed by the sumtially when she got here mer," said Charles Spence, Liberty's managbecause in Nepal they teach er of building maintenance.
British English, which varies
According to Vice Chancellor Jerry Falwell
from American English.
Jr., there are no plans to remove the electriBhandari wanted to attend cal substation from that area, and the univeran American university sity is still undecided about whether it will
because she believes that keep the three metal buildings currently utiwith an American college lized for fleet vehicle repair. But even with
degree she can work any- these structures left behind, Falwell said the
where. She
discovered current clean-up plan should still free "a couLiberty University in a book ple of acres of land" for church and/or unithat listed different colleges versity use.
when she was in Nepal. After
"Charles Spence ... and I have been pushADAM B I S H O P
graduation, Bhandari plans ing hard to complete this project over the last EQUIPMENT — Electrical towers remain at Campus North.
to return to Nepal. "I want to year ... when all the other industrial trapgo back and work for my pings are gone ... this property will either be Chemicals Management Division of the
country researching and pro- used for parking or a new athletic field," said Environmental Protection Agency, said that
moting health."
Falwell.
asbestos in a school facility is not uncommon
According to Falwell, the university plant- and should not cause undue concern.
Contact Jeremy Wicks at ed the Leland Cypress trees around the area
"There are many schools that have
jwicks@liberty.edu.
in 2003 as a buffer, expecting that the uni- asbestos on site. The fact that you have
versity would need to keep the tanks.
asbestos is not an issue - the issue comes
A new boiler installed in the Campus North with renovation. When (asbestos) becomes
facility, however, made the backup fuel tanks airborne, it (then) becomes a threat," said
for the old heating system unnecessary, while Schafer.
increased water pressure made the water
Schafer said that schools have special rules
tanks unnecessary for the sprinkler system.
for dealing with asbestos, including mainAccording to Spence, the removal of the taining a management plan.
fuel tanks helped to address more than aesAccording to Spence, all of the asbestosthetics and land use.
affected areas of Campus North are "docu"The site was cleaned when Ericsson vacat- mented and managed by LU and Central
ed the property with the exception of the oil Virginia Laboratories."
tanks and some asbestos issues," said
"Much of the asbestos is being removed by
Spence. "(But) with the removal of the oil qualified contractors in areas where renovatanks ... EPA issues (with the Ericsson site) tions are underway," said Spence.
have been drastically reduced."
The asbestos issues are still being
addressed.
Contact Angela Franulovich at afran"Small amounts of asbestos still remain in ulovich@liberty.edu.
the building in various forms including pipe
insulation, floor tiles and glues and wallboard panels," said Spence.
Joan Schafer, from the Waste and
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DEMCSS MYSTERY UNRAVELED — Expansion is being planned for the floor and may include more restaurants.

The truth is out there: T h i r d
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floor of DeMoss exposed
By Jennifer Maxfield
NEWS REPORTER

•

The third and fourth floors of Arthur S.
DeMoss Hall remain a mystery to Liberty
University students. A question asked frequently on campus is "what's up there?" Will
the third and fourth floors provide extra class
space, additional office space for faculty or
even an extension of the IRLC computer lab?
For the past several years, the most obvious
construction project of the university has been
the development of the site of Campus North,
which includes more classroom space, the
Liberty University Police Department, Liberty
Christian Academy, the LaHaye Student
Center and the new LaHaye Ice Center. The
extensive renovations of the former Ericsson
building, now known as Campus North, "have
taken priority over the completion of the upper
floors of DeMoss Hall because of the rapid
growth of the University," said Vice President
Jerry Falwell Jr.
With construction of Campus North at the
forefront of the campus construction projects,
what is to become of the upper levels of
DeMoss Hall?
MMM Design Group is a Norfolk-based
architectural planning firm. MMM Design
Group specializes in higher education structure and campus planning. The firm prepared
the Master Site Plan for the main campus in
2002.

The Master Site Plan called for the demolition of the Fine Arts Center and The Science
Building upon the completion of the third and
fourth floors of DeMoss Hall. "This means that
there would be no net gain of academic space
resulting from the project," said Falwell. The
architectural firm felt that there was a lack of
sufficient parking for the extra students who
would have classes in the upper floors. The
area of the campus around DeMoss is already
extremely crowded. The main section of campus simply can't accommodate any more parking space or building projects. "There is a lack
of sufficient parking and open space and the
road network will not handle additional traffic," said Falwell.
Campus North already provides sorely needed space for the athletic department and addi-

tional classrooms, while the prospective completion of the third floor and fourth floors of
DeMoss simply would not if the University followed the advice of MMM and demolished the
older classroom buildings.
However, Liberty is searching for ways to use
the upper floors of DeMoss without demolishing any existing structures.
Some possible plans for the third floor
include an expansion of the ILRC lab, faculty
offices and even a new restaurant similar to
Jasmine's or The Sub Connection. Additional
restaurants and computer labs would alleviate
the second floor congestion of the existing
ILRC lab. "This would not add to the parking or
traffic congestion in the area because it would
not draw new students or employees. It would
only provide better facilities and services for
existing students," said Falwell. "The DeMoss
Hall is an academic building, any plans we
have will be for student space, or faculty
offices," said J.O. Renalds.
As for the parking situation concerning the
area around DeMoss Hall, several representatives from Liberty University met with the
Greater Lynchburg Transit Service about a
shuttle service from Campus North to Main
Campus. Last month, Mike Carroll, general
manager of the Greater Lynchburg Transit
Company, met with Falwell, Charles Spence,
Anthony Beckles and Don Moon for the preliminary discussions.
As with the LaHaye Ice Center, and many of
the buildings on campus, the third and fourth
floors of DeMoss will more than likely be completed by donations. However, the plans for
the additional ILRC lab may proceed ahead of
schedule with existing funds. The search for a
benefactor concerning the project is underway,
and the initiation of the completion of the
upper levels of DeMoss Hall will proceed
accordingly. How can the student body help
this project? The most effective thing the student body could do for the initiation of the
project concerning the upper levels of DeMoss
Hall is to "pray for wisdom in the decision
making process and pray for funding," said
Falwell.
Contact Jennifer Maxfield atjmaxfield@liberty.edu.
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Women
suprisingly
split road trip
"I wouldn't say they have
our
number at all," said
SPORTS REPORTER
sophomore guard Allyson
The Lady Flames basketball Fasnacht to Chris Lang of the
team had something unusual News and Advance. "The
happen to them on the road game last year was kind of a
last week. They lost, 64-55, fluke. We didn't play our
to the Panthers of High Point game and they came into our
last Wednesday and for the house and beat us. I just
first time in nearly a decade, don't think we came in as
they are not first in the Big focused as we needed to
South. High Point's win gave tonight."
After they lost to High Point
them outright ownership of
last
year, the Lady Flames
first place as they are the only
incinerated
the remaining Big
team currently undefeated in
South
teams
on their schedleague play. Liberty currently
ule. Birmingham-Southern
ranks second.
Liberty opened the game was one of those teams, and
in traditional fashion, jump- again this year they had to
ing out to a 5-0 lead in the face the wrath of the Lady
first. However, unlike typi- Flames after suffering a
cal games, High Point went rare conference defeat.
on an 8-0 run to take the Birmingham-Southern has
lead. The two teams would never defeated Liberty, and
trade the lead several times this time was no exception as
over the rest of the half. the Panthers got scorched
When the buzzer sounded, 51-40. The game was close
in the beginning, but the
High Point was up 27-24.
Lady Flames were able to
In the second half, the hold off several Panther ralLady Flames reignited and lies for the win.
opened up a four-point lead
During the trip, Fasnacht
after a 7-0 run. That would
proved
herself to be a road
be the last time they would
warrior,
leading the team
be in front, as the Panthers
with
12
points
at High Point
scored the next 15 points to
and
14
at
Birminghamtake the lead for good and
then held off several Liberty Southern. In addition, she
also had a game high seven
rallies to win.
With the loss, women's rebounds at High Point and
basketball fans around the four assists at BirminghamBig South are wondering if Southern. Sophomore guard
this is the year Liberty finally Courtney Watkins scored 10
points at High Point, while
concedes the crown.
sophomore forward RoliHowever, High Point and
Ann Nikagbatse had 10
Liberty are undefeated at
points at Birminghamhome this season. High
Southern. Junior center
Point must still travel to the
Karolina
Piotrkiewicz
Furnace where they will play
the Lady Flames, who will be crashed the boards at
Birmingham-Southern,
eager for revenge.
grabbing
eight rebounds.
Also, High Point is a team
The
Lady
Flames next
led by seniors, while Liberty
game
is
in
Farmville,
Va. at
is one of the youngest teams
Longwood
University
on
in the nation with no seniors.
Wednesday
night.
Tip-off
is
Added to the mix is that the
slated
for
7
p.m.
team was playing only its
second game without freshContact Adam Trent at
man Megan Frazee, the leadjatrent@liberty.edu.
ing Big South scorer who is
sidelined for the rest of the
season with a torn ACL.
By Adam Trent

THEY'RE OFF — This weekend Liberty dedicated the Tolsma Indoor Track Center at Campus North. The weekend also included the On Track Open in which several Liberty students placed high.

Liberty dedicates track
By BJ. Williams
SPORTS REPORTER

Liberty University dedicated
the Tolsma Indoor Track
Center and hosted the On
Track Open this past Friday
and Saturday. Teams from
Virginia and North Carolina
came to run on the newest
indoor track in Virginia, and
many great performances were
exhibited.
Liberty athletes garnered
some great finishes over
the weekend, with wins for
Kena Butts (high jump),
Phillip Leineweber (men's
500 meters) and Jordan
McDougal (3000 meters),
as well as the men's distance medley relay.
Other top finishes were
turned in on the women's
side by Caitlyn Sutterfield
(weight throw, second
place), Charlene Hibbert
(500 meters, second place),
Arlene Zelinskas (pentathlon, second
place),
Carol Jefferson and Ashley
Osbourne (3000 meters,
2nd
and third places,
respectively.)
On the men's side, top
finishes were turned in by
Kevin Campbell (1000
meters, third place), Javan
Carter (500 meters, second
place) and the 4x400 meter

relay team which finished
second.
Also this weekend, Dani
McNaney, the former
Liberty University track
star,
competed unattached in the meet and won
the pentathlon with 4,018
points.
The weekend also brought
a dedication ceremony for
the facility. Those in attendance included Dr. Jerry
Falwell, Jerry Falwell Jr.,
Bob Good (Associate Athletic
Director for Development
and Executive Director,
Flames Club) as well as many
of the donors that helped to

make the facility possible.
The facility is named in
honor of Liberty University
Cross Country and Track
Head Coach Brant Tolsma,
who has guided the men's
and women's track and
field and cross country programs for the last 20 years.
Along with building one
of the more dominate track
and field programs on the
East Coast, Tolsma has
helped the Flames capture
36 Big South Conference
titles and has been named
Big South Coach of the Year
an astonishing 27 times.
According to www.liber-

SPORTS REPORTER

Ten different Flames
contributed in scoring, and
Liberty hockey wrapped up
their season series against
Duke University Friday
night with a pummeling 133 win.
After having disposed of
the Blue Devils 10-2 just a
week before in Durham,
N.C., Liberty had little
trouble finishing off their
visitors in front of a boisterous home crowd that
generated plenty of energy
for the Flames.
A spell of pre-game confusion involving the late
arrivals of some key players may have been an ominous sign of how the rest of
the night would unfurl for
the undermanned Blue
Devils.
Duke would draw first

blood just two minutes into
the contest when Brian
Lake beat Flames sophomore goaltender Dalton
Stoltz from in front of the
net. Liberty freshman forward and scoring leader
Alexandre Gelinas countered just 46 seconds later
on a goal from defenseman
Matt Porter, sparking a run
of six straight Flames'
goals.
Gelinas' goal also started
off an especially big night
for his entire line, as he
combined with junior
Jordan Wilson and freshman Adam Kemp for six
goals and six assists in the
win.
Liberty's Jon Ziegler,
Thomas
Cooney, and
Tristin Chambers followed
with consecutive goals
before Duke's goaltender
Shawn Brenhouse, a last
minute fill-in because of

Contact BJ. Williams at
bjwilliams@liberty.edu.

COLT FREEMAN

CONSIDER IT DONE — Chancellor Jerry Falwell cuts the ribbon at the Tolsma Indoor Track Center on Saturday.

Liberty demolishes Duke Blue Devils
By Scott LaPeer

tyflames.comu.;^*J Tolsma
called thi$.V^ ; :$£eam, 15
months in the" rriaJHing."
A banner was-, raised officially naming ;;th$ facility
the Tolsma Indoor Track
Center during the, ceremony, as well.
Liberty will next be in
action at the j Liberty
Record Bash this Saturday
at the Tolsma Indoor Track
Center. The meet js scheduled to get underway at 9
a.m.
I

the late arrival of their nor- tually out-skating the Duke the goal mouth dragging
mal starter, was relieved of defenders on his way to the the Duke netminder with
his efforts.
net. As he slipped behind him.
Brenhouse had no answer the defenders, the Ontario
for the Flames' attack as he was native curled in on net,
beaten early and often before cupping the puck on his
Please see Hockey, PAGE B3
being pulled. Cooney's goal, forehand while crossing
a bullet of a slap shot from
just inside the blue line,
blew past Brenhouse and
hit the back of the net
before the goaltender even
reacted to the shot.
In hopes of finding an
answer, Duke substituted
goalies immediately after
Chambers' goal. The new
netminder, Andrew Barbour,
was given a rude welcome to
the LaHaye Ice Center
when Wilson finished off a
beautiful solo effort with
3:40 to play in the firstjust 50 seconds into action
for the new goaltender.
ADAM BISHOP
Wilson carried the puck
SCORCHED
—
Duke
goaltender
Andrew
Barbour
gets
beat
glove-side
by Jay
wide, streaking down the Pagett in the third period Saturday.
side of the ice before even-

Life
At

Liberty
Men's
Basketball
vs.VMI
Thurs. 7 p.m.
vs. UNC - Asheville
Mon. 7 p.m.

Hockey
vs. Davenport
Fri. 8 p.m.
Sat. 2 p.m.

Tr<»<;k and Field
Liberty Record Bash

L

Sat. 9 a.m.

I
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Possibly a new breed of Super Bowl
Unsportsmanlike Conduct
By Matthew Baer
ASS I. SPORTS EDITOR

After week 13 of the 2005-2006
National Football League season, the
Pittsburgh Steelers, at 7-5, were a long
shot to make the playoffs. They barely
slid into the sixth and final playoff spot
by closing the season with four straight
wins—two at home and two on the road.
Going into the playoffs, the Steelers
weren't given any chance to get to the
Super Bowl because the road they would
have to travel—three games in the playoffs, all on the road.
Pittsburgh stomped the top three
seeds—Cincinnati
(three
seed),
Indianapolis (one seed), then Denver
(two seed)—while blazing a trail to
Super Bowl XL. No sixth seed had ever
before reached the Super Bowl, no team
had ever defeated the one, two, and
three seeds in the playoffs, and only one
team had ever won three straight road
playoff games to get to the Super Bowl—
the 1985 New England Patriots (they
consequently lost to the Chicago Bears
46-10 in Super Bowl XX).
The Seattle Seahawks on the other
hand were the top seed of the NFC. After
a bye, the Seahawks hosted the wildcard
champion Washington Redskins. The
Seahawks, without the aid of NFL MVP
running back Shaun Alexander for most
of the game, defeated the Redskins 2010, earning their first playoff win in 21
seasons, and first berth in the NFC
Championship game since a 1984 loss to
the Los Angeles Raiders.
The Carolina Panthers went into
Seattle for the NFC championship game
on a high—defeating the Chicago Bears
in the Divisional match up, winning two

straight road games and looking stellar
in both. The Seattle defense shut down
Jake Delhomme and Steve Smith, and
consequently, the Panthers. Seattle
dominated Carolina, easily winning the
NFC Championship and earning their
first Super Bowl appearance ever.
Now to the great match-up we will all
be watching—the Pittsburgh Steelers
versus the Seattle Seahawks—Super
Bowl XL at Ford Field, Detroit. This
Super Bowl has the chance to be one of
the best of all time.
The similarities here are uncanny,
starting with the coaches—Bill Cowher
(11-9 in playoffs) vs. Mike Holmgren (118), Ben Roethlisberger (98.6 rating) vs.
Matt Hasselbeck (98.2), Shaun
Alexander (two playoff TD's) vs. Jerome
Bettis (three), the number four total
defense in Pittsburgh vs. Seattle's number two total offense, Pittsburgh's number 16 total offense vs. Seattle's number
16 total defense.
As you can see, the match-up is
incredibly even.
Traditionally, the league championship games are more entertaining and
competitive than the Super Bowl. It
should be different this year—it's possible that XL will be a new breed of Super
Bowl.
With the Steelers rattling off seven
straight victories, five of them on the
road, they are one hot team.
Not to be outdone, the Seahawks have
won 13 of their last 14. The one loss
came in the final week of the regular
season when they rested their starters.
The Steelers' defense is known for
stopping the run and ranks third in the
league, which is what the Seahawks'
third-ranked rushing offense will be

trying to dismantle on the back of
Alexander.
Pittsburgh's trademark running game
is ranked fifth, and they will try to establish the run against the Seahawks' fifth
ranked rushing defense.
The defensive style of both teams is
very similar. Both have an average to
below average secondary, fast linebackers, and a solid front line. The Seahawks
give up an average of 16.9 points per
game while the Steelers average 16.1.
Pittsburgh's 47 sacks were outdone only
by Seattle's 50. Each team had 15 interceptions, and the Seahawks had just five
penalties less than the Steelers.
This game may be more about the
quarterbacks than any of the other
match-ups mentioned. Both teams will
be trying to stop the run, meaning that if
they succeed, the passing game will be
the key to victory. Both defenses are suspect to being torn apart by the pass, neither special teams unit is in the top ten,
and both offenses are playing like they
deserve to be in the Super Bowl—
because of their quarterbacks.
Super Bowl XL will be all about who
stops the run, who stops the pass, who
steps up on defense, which quarterback
gets knocked on his back more, which
quarterback leads his team bettermaybe even which kicker comes up with
the big kick at the end of the game to ice
it—and most importantly, who wants it
more? Will this in fact be a game for the
ages? All the answers lie in the Super
Bowl itself—Sunday, Feb. 5, 2006 at
6:30 p.m.
Contact
Matthew
mdbaer@liberty.edu.

Baer
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RIGHT — Ben Roethlisberger attempts a pass
against the Colts in the AFC Divisional match-up. He
enters the Super Bowl with a 2005-06 playoff rating of 124.8, which leads the NFL. He is the secondyoungest quarterback to ever start in the big
dance—Dan Marino was the only player younger.
The Steelers look to be the first six-seed to ever win
the Super Bowl when they take on the Seattle
Seahawks in Detroit this coming Sunday.
BELOW — Matt Hasselbeck attempts a pass against
the Panthers in the NFC Championship game. He
leads the Seahawks to their first ever Super Bowl.
Hasselbeck is second only to Roethlisberger in postseason passer rating, with a rating of 109.6. He and
Shaun Alexander lead the charge against one of the
most dominant post-season defenses in recent
memory.
USED BY PERMISSION OF THE PITTSBURGH STEELERS.

My first time taking part in
organized sports was as a 6year-old, boldly breaking
into the local ranks of teeball.
At a time when life's most
rudimentary lessons of competition, sportsmanship and
team play were prevalent,
I'm afraid I may have missed
out. I was too preoccupied
with taking part in mouthstuffing Big League Chew
competitions and jockeying
for a more advantageous
spot in the always competitive race for the Florida
Frosty truck.
Like I said, I was 6, so
excuse me for failing to fully
grasp all the "There's no T in
T-E-A-M," '"We' before 'Me',"
and of course, "It doesn't
matter if you win or lose, it's
how you play the game" talk
of early athletic development.
Fortunately, I eventually
turned from my distracted
ways to, like most other kids
on earth, gain the understanding needed to successfully take part in higher athletics and, ultimately, life.
After all, there's only so
much Big League Chew one
can jam into a mouth before
the jaw begins burning from
over-chewing exhaustion.
Such fond recollecting
leads me to one question:
what in the world happened
to guys like Ron Artest and
Terrell Owens along the
way?
These two embattled AllStars have become synonymous with all that is currently wrong with pro sports.
Owens of the Philadelphia
Eagles and Artest, just
recently a Sacramento King,
have long displayed the attitudes and behaviors of individuals sorely lacking in the
sportsmanship department.
Forget sportsmanship even,
these two appear to be lacking plain old common sense.
Leave it to a couple of
mouthy malcontents — living lives that bring in almost
ludicrous
amounts of
leisure, fortune, and fame —
to go and spoil the image of
pro athletes worldwide.
Far be it for me to chastise
people like Artest and TO.
over the reality of their situations. The truth is, they play
a game for a living — the
same game that hard working, underpaid teachers,
government employees and
city workers play in their
own free time, for fun and
for free — while they make
ridiculous.wages playing it.
There is hardly a person
capable of relating with their
"problems."

The 32-year-old Owens, a
year after joining the Eagles,
wants to hold out and complain that he deserves more
money than his barely one
year-old, $7- million-a-year
contract already pays him.
Where was this guy's head a
year ago when he signed it in
the first place? Let's not forget the way he ravaged the
Eagles 2005-06 season,
turning it into a virtual oneman circus.
Artest's problems, on the
other hand, haven't so much
been monetary. He just flatout can't conduct himself in
any fashion expected of a
full-grown,
26-year-old
man. Artest has been fined
and/or suspended three different times for his less than
respectful acknowledgment
of fans. He has exemplified
all the behavioral, traits of a
crabby 5-year-old being
forced to bed early, starting
with his wild on-court antics,
ranging from excessive flagrant fouls to flippant middle fingers.
Already in his short, incident-marred career, Artest
has forfeited over $5.1 million in salary due to fines
and has missed 104 games to
suspension, all the while
hanging an entire Indiana
Pacers franchise out to dry
by calling for a trade, then
retracting that statement a
week later. This is the same
franchise that remained supportive of Artest after he
attempted to ditch them for
a month in mid-season to
promote his aspiring rap
career, and after he sparked
the most horrific player-fan
brawl in history, in Detroit
last year.
Playing
professional
sports is a privilege and, by
and large, the athletes who
are blessed enough to live
their ultimate dreams do a
fine job of recognizing this
and conveying their true
appreciation to the millions
of fans who pour their time,
money and interest into
their lives. It's a shame that
some of our brightest stars
lack a basic understanding of
this and ruin it for the majority who are a true credit to
their franchises and leagues.
How two athletes could
ascend from blacktops and
sandlots to All-Pros without
ever absorbing the virtues of
team play, dedication and
selflessness is far beyond
me. Or, perhaps they're hearing impaired by the constant
popping and smacking of
mouthfuls of Big League
Chew.
Contact Scott LaPeer at
cslapeer@liberty.edu.

USED BY PERMISSION OP THE SEA'ITU-: SEAHAWKS.

LAHAYE ICE R I N K

Creating solutions,
changing fives.

^Muffler Center
CUSTOM DESIGNED ALUMINIZED &
STAINLESS STEEL SYSTEMS FOR
COMPACT CARS TO FULL SIZE TRUCKS,
SUV'S AND MOST IMPORTS
FEATURING A COMPLETE LINE OF:
VORTEX • FLOWMASTER • SUPREME DIESEL
MUSTANG PERFORMANCE •.ELIMINATOR T U R M
METAL CAT • CMA CONVERTER
/

HAVE Y O U T R I E D IT
YET?

Leesville Road Car Care Center
19950 Leesville Road
Lynchburg, VA 24502
(434) 239-4446

- ^ i .

SUMMER CAMP
JOBS
Looking for the best summer of your
life? Easter Seals Virginia can help you
find it. We are committed to helping
people with disabilities gain greater
independence. Join our dedicated team
this summer at Camp Easter Seals
Virginia in Craig County. We have job
openings for camp counselors and
program leaders (aquatics, horseback
riding, music, nature, sports and more).
Room, board and salary provided. For
information, contact Lauren Lightfoot at
llightfoot@va.easterseals.com or at
(804) 287-1007, ext. 110. Visit our
webBite to learn how you can make a
difference.
www.va.easteraeaJs.com
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Blood Transfusion: Liberty finds
treasure in Pittsburgh's loss
By David Thompson
SPORTS REPORTER

There is little doubt that
the football squad here at
Liberty needed, and still
needs, serious work after a
disastrous 2005. There is
also little doubt that a very
effective way to rejuvenate a
team is to bring in new talent. Change is an inevitable
part of life—and football.
Whenever a death or loss
occurs, there is a high
expectancy of what new life
or talent will take its place.
New Head Coach Danny
Rocco may have just found
some blood that could help
cure
Liberty's
anemia.
Rocco, himself fresh blood,
was signed just after last
season. Rocco, who has not
even coached a game at
Liberty yet, has high expectations riding on his shoulders. That pressure should
be alleviated by the addition
of several new players to the
football team—not the least
of
which
is
former
University of Pittsburgh
running
back
Rashad
Jennings.
And there is the flip-side
of the coin. Pittsburgh gets
the short end of the stick—
you see, in a blood transfusion, the gain for the patient
always comes at a loss by the
donor, and Pittsburgh is certain to feel this loss.
Jennings led the Panthers in
average rushing yards per
game—51.4 yards per game.
In an injury-shortened season, he picked up 411 yards
on the ground in just eight
games - good enough to
take second place in rushing
yards for Pittsburgh.
Despite being less than
30
yards
behind
the
Panthers' leading rusher—
LaRod Stevens-Howling—
Jennings only rushed for
one touchdown last season.
All the same, Howling, who
picked up 434 yards overall,
scored no rushing touchdowns. Pittsburgh will be
left with a starting lineup in

which no tailback has ever
rushed for a touchdown.
Pittsburgh Head Coach
Dave Wannstedt said, "I
would have liked to have
seen Rashad stick it out
here," according to an article
from
pittsburghlive.com,
but he also said "all of the
young running backs and
receivers (at Pittsburgh) are
going to get a bigger opportunity this year. They are all
one step closer to the field."
Pittsburgh will be in need of
a transfusion as well, as
three other players have left
the team, including a key
receiver who opted to skip
his senior season to enter
the NFL draft.
A native of Forest, Va.,
Jennings played high school
football
for
Lynchburg
Christian Academy and
Jefferson Forest, pulling in
3,287 yards in his career
there, and scoring 56 touchdowns. He felt the need to
return to the Lynchburg area
to stay close to his family as
his father is sick with diabetes. Jennings said that he
did not wish to burden his
mother with the responsibil-

ity of caring for his father by
herself.
"When my football career
is all said and done, the only
thing that's going to matter
to me is the loved ones," said
Jennings,
according
to
newsadvance.com. He also
praised Liberty's opportunities for ministry, saying "I
use football as a platform for
ministry. No other school
can provide an education in
that
field
aside
from
Liberty."

The best part for Liberty is
that Jennings will not have
to sit out a year because of
the transfer. Since he is
transferring to a Division 1AA school from a l-A school,
he will start the 2006 season
at Liberty, only minutes
from his home. With the
addition
of
Jennings,
Liberty's problems should
begin to diminish.

at

Contact David Thompson
dbthompson@liberty.edu.

ADAM BISHOP

TRIPPED — Freshman John Langabeer gets tripped by Duke defensman on
his way to the net.

Hockey: Flames burn
Blue Devils on home ice
Continued from B1

Photo Provided
CROWD PLEASER — While at LCA, Jennings was a crowd favorite.

THE ROAD HOME — After playing at the University of Pittsburgh for one season, Rashad Jennings is returning to
Lynchburg to play for Liberty. Jennings is pictured here playing for Lynchburg Christian Academy in 2004.
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However, Wilson's speed
left the goaltender outstretched, grasping at air as he
slid the puck past him into the
back of the net to end the
opening period with Liberty in
front 5-1.
Despite a high scoring, first
20 minutes of action, the
Flames were less than satisfied with their play, feeling as
though they had come out
tepid in a game they had taken
for granted.
"Whenever you're playing a
weaker team, especially when
you've already beat them 10-2,
it can be hard to be as prepared and mentally focused
on the game. There were definitely some lapses in the team
because of that," said senior
defenseman Cooney.
The lapses that th# Flames
had experienced were barely
evident to the satisfied spectators, especially after they
closed out the second period
with three more goals to
Duke's one, making the score
8-2, heading into the third.
Twenty-four seconds into
the final period, Wilson struck
again, stretching the lead to 92. The goal, assisted by
Gelinas, gave Wilson a hat
trick on the night, but the
high-octane Liberty offense
was hardly running out of gas.
Sophomore
defenseman
Aaron Mackenzie drew chants
of "double digits!" from the
crowd, scoring the Flames'
tenth goal coming on assists
from Kemp and Wilson.
Kemp then went to work on
his own, scoring off a Kevin
Dykstra helper with 7:52 to

play.
Duke would muster a meaningless third goal before forwards Pete Masterton and Jay
Pagett slammed the door on
the Blue Devils.
The 13-3 victory improves
Liberty's record to 15-5-1 and
completes an undefeated
month of January on ice. The
Flames now look to take some
momentum into a more rigorous upcoming schedule,
beginning with a pair of home
games February third and
fourth against Davenport
University, the ACHA Central
Division's number-one seed.
"Some of the lines are really
coming together and playing
very well ... getting a feel for
each other, which is great with
the bigger games that are just
ahead of us," said Mackenzie.
"Davenport's going to be a
really strong team — very
hard working and physical.
We should find out a lot about
where we are as a team after
next weekend."
One thing that will certainly
help the Flames will be a continuance of the strong support
they have received from the
student body and members of
the community thus far.
"Our fans have been (awesome) so far, cheering all the
time and giving us so much
energy to feed off of. People
sometimes talk about having a
sixth player out there from the
fans and we have that. Just
having the crowd behind us
with all the students there has
been huge and we really
appreciate it," said Mackenzie.
Contact Scott LaPeer at
cslapeer@liberty.edu.

BARACK OBAMA
VICE PRESIDENT

HILLARY CLINTON
FOR P R E S I D E N T

:UNITY IN DIVERSITY::

VOTE
8AM-5PM

T H I S THURSDAY THE
2ND
I N FRONI
OF B O O K S T O R E

ADAM BISHOP

f*\

OUCH! — Liberty smashes Duke into the boards for another win.

SUPEWOWl XL PARTY!
Pig Screens, Free Food and much more!
Join Student Life for our annual SuperBowl party!
Who: LU Students
What: Super*owl XL Party
When: Sunday, February 9th
What time: 6:00 PM
Cost: FREE!
^
Student will be offering free refreshment and giveaways throughout the event!
Von't miss the fun!!

Champion
Classifieds
Apartment s for Rent
2 Bedroom Apt. Kitchen
stove/fridge, lights & water
furnished
inside/outside
entrance. Price negotiable. 5
miles
from
LU
on
Chesterfield Road. Call 434239-2909 or 434-582-7578.
Furnished apt. for 2 students
$595/month. Includes laundry and utilities. Reduced
rate for female basketball
players. 5 minutes to LU.
Private home - 444-1116.
AVAILABLE NOW!
Adorable 2 BR, 1 BTH,
Duplex, 8 mill from LU,
included YV/D, quiet neighborhood, no pets, prefer
couple w/o children or older
person, $450 per month
CALL 239.2301. leave msg.
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Men's basketball on a rough road
By Matthew Hegarty
SPORTS REPORTER

scored 49 points, their thirdbest showing in any half of
play this season.
Blair was not the only
Liberty player that scored in
double figures that night, as
junior Damien Hubbard put

in the second half, but we
can't keep on
putting ourselves in that position to have
to make a second-half run to
get back into a game ... We
certainly have talent on this
team, but we need to play

The past week has indeed
been a fiery trial for the
Liberty University men's basketball squad. While on a
three-game road trip, the
Flames dropped two straight
games in four days, reaffirming the
difficulties of play- We certainly have talent on this team, but
ing without senior leadership.
we need to play together as a team for a
The
first
was
on
full 40 minutes to be able to win in this
Wednesday night at the
league.
.Justice Center in Asheville,
N.C., where Liberty's offenRandy Dunton
sive attack sputtered throughMEN'S BASKETBALL HEAD COACH
out a 77-65 loss to UNCAsheville. According to
www.libertyflames.com, the
Bulldogs (5-13 at press time) up 15 points and 13 together as a team for a full
never trailed the entire night, rebounds—his third double- 40 minutes to be able to win
posting impressive scoring double of the season — and in this league," Dunton told
runs of 7-0 to start the game freshman guard Anthony the News & Advance.
The second loss of the week
and 14-1 to close out the first Smith recorded 12 points,
three boards, and two assists. came on Saturday afternoon
half.
UNC-Asheville led by as As impressive as these fiery at the hands of Coastal
many as 30 points in the con- bursts of offense are, when Carolina, as the Chanticleers
test, which was yet another the fuel is used up, the fire (10-9) defeated Liberty 7260 at Kimbel Arena in
opportunity for junior Larry dies back down.
Conway, S.C. The Flames sufCoach
Randy
Dunton
Blair to show his scoring
fered their sixth straight
attested
to
the
recent
misprowess. He posted 29 points
conference defeat, and the
fortunes
of
his
young,
strugin the Flames' losing effort,
conference losing streak is the
gling
squad.
23 of which came in the secthird-longest in school histo"Tonight
is
a
sign
that
we
ond half. In that half, the
ry.
have
a
lot
of
holes
in
our
Flames (4-15 at week's end)
team. We gave a great effort
Blair again gave a stellar

scoring effort as he mustered
23 points, including 7-of-i8
from the floor and 7-of-9
from the foul line. It was his
third game in a row with
more than 20 points.
Other Flames players had
shining moments in the loss,
as Rell Porter, Evan Risher
and Russell Monroe each
contributed clutch baskets.
Risher, a sophomore, had a
surprising Anthony Smithesque performance, with a
career high 17 points and 3
assists.
Liberty concluded its road
trip with a visit to the Buc
Dome
at
CharlestonSouthern
University in
Charleston, S.C. on Jan. 30
(score unavailable at press
time). The Buccaneers, who
have only seven wins, still
look to be a tough opponent
to swashbuckle.
The next home game will be
held on Thursday against
VMI. The game will kick off a
four-game homestand that
will see UNC-Asheville,
Charleston-Southern
and
Longwood in the Vines
Center.
Contact Matthew Hegarty
at mjhegarty@liberty.edu.

ALF.X T O W E R S

DUECE DUECE TRES — For the third game in a row, Larry Blair scored over 20
points against Coastal Carolina, going 7-of-18 from the floor and 7-of-9 from
the foul line.

Underrated softball prepares for action
By Amy Field
SPORTS REPORTER

MATT TRENT

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES — Last year's team finished sixth in the Big South
Conference and are picked to finish sixth again this year. However, Coach Paul
Wetmore believes his team is significantly underated.

Heritage Film & Soul

Tood Nigjit
Wnen: Friday February 5rd
From 10 p.rn.- 1 a.m. (Late night
activity)
Where: Center f o r Multicultural
Enrichment in Dorm 20
C o s t : . $ 5 - 0 0 (limit ) 0 people)

Although their season does
not officially commence for
four weeks, the Liberty Flames
softball team is working hard
to prepare for whatever this
new season may bring.
Considering the faith and support this team has from their
coaches and fans, it is no wonder that it is looking forward
to the challenges it will have to
face in the upcoming season.
Ranked sixth in the preseason Big South Conference
polls, the Flames will begin
their 2006 spring season by
attending the
Seahawk
Classic, Feb. 24 - 26. The
team will travel to the
Wilmington, N.C. tournament
to face off against rivals
including
Stony
Brook
University, Delaware State,
Hampton University and the
University of Maryland,
Baltimore County.
Coach Paul Wetmore is confident about the Flames ability
to play well against their
adversaries in the Big South
Conference, as well as nationally ranked teams.
"We think the talent on this
team is strong," Wetmore
said.
There are quite a few key
players who will be gracing the
field again this season, as well
as some stellar newcomers.
Junior shortstop Jessica
Moore, the team captain, has
been chosen as the Big South's
Preseason Player of the Year.
With 18 homeruns and four
grand slams last season,
Jessica has made a mark on
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her team as a leader and on
her coach as a player, as well
as making an impact on many
who watch her.
"She's the best player I've
ever coached," said Wetmore.
Two other returning team
leaders are junior co-captain
pitcher Sarah Swor and sophomore Ashley Williams, who
plays catcher. High-scoring
sophomore Shannon McKain,
who plays centerfield, is
returning as well.
New to Liberty is junior
Dawn Jeffs. Transferring
from Biola University, she
plays second base and has
already become a solid part of
the team. Also new is freshman Beth Bennett, who has
shown great promise in both
her work ethic and in her hitting.
"I told (Bennett) I will be
disappointed if she doesn't
win Rookie of the Year," said
Wetmore.
Wetmore says that the
Flames' depth of their players
will be their greatest strength
this season. According to
Moore, the absence of seniors
has definitely allowed the
older girls on the team to step
up in leadership. With six
freshmen, six sophomores,
and seven juniors, this entire
team will all be able to come
back next season, reuniting to
form a great winning team.
Three players have already
signed letters of intent with
the Flames for the 2007 season. This season will allow the
team to prepare for a 2007
season that could put Liberty
softball on the map.
"Next year's schedule is a

bear," Wetmore said.
Plans to play Kennesaw
State, the University of
Georgia, the University of
Michigan, as well as a few
PAC-10 teams during a trip to
Hawaii have been made. It
may sound like an ideal sightseeing vacation to take, but the
coach said that it is well
earned through work on and
off of the field.
"They have to work hard in
class in order to go — you have
to continue to keep your eligibility up," said Wetmore.
With a GPA average of 3.1
for the entire team, the ladies'
diligence on and off thefieldis
clearly obvious.
Wetmore' says that after

playing against such highly
ranked teams, it will give the
Flames confidence for when
they come up against Big
South teams like Radford and
Coastal Carolina.
"It will be like, 'We can beat
those (Big South) teams!' The
odd thing is, the Big South
came out with a preseason po31
and picked us sixth place - we
all laughed. The coaching staff
here voted and we put ourSelves at fourth place, because
we don't want anybody to
think that we're better than we
are," Wetmore said.
Contact
Amy
gfield@liherty.edu.
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TEAM LEADER—Junior pitcher and co-captain Sarah Swor is returning to lead
the Flames to victory this year.
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Reaching out through Christian Service
By Kristi Kirkland
LIFE! REPORTER

' •*• * "Then Jesus walked
% / % / this earth he
V Y served.
He
reached out to those around
him who were hurting and in
-need. He gave of himself freely
and constantly. His life was
devoted to others. Liberty has
a desire for the students who
attend this university to expe. rience that kind of service in
; hands-on environments, just
las Christ did. One of the
avenues for serving is through
the Christian Community
Service program.

The mission of the
Christian Community Service
program is to give students
the opportunity to actively
participate in fulfilling the
great commission and showing Christ's love. "It's a challenge to perform a service
unto another ... which will in
turn help one realize that the
joy in life is truly about pouring into others," said Meghan
Jacobs, a junior.
Every Liberty student must
complete at least 20 hours of
Christian Community Service
for almost each semester they
are enrolled in school. For a
student's first two semesters,

they are required to take
GNED 101 and GNED 102,
which count for their first two
s e m e s t e r s
of Christian Community
Service. After these courses
have been completed, students are free to choose other
forms of Christian Service to
fulfill their remaining requirements.
Students are not allowed to
receive money, scholarships,
or academic credit for the
service they participate in.
There are a variety of
Christian service opportunities available to students.
Students can serve at Thomas

STEPHEN FINKEL

HELP SAVE LIVES — The Liberty Godparent Home is an excellent place for female students to minister for their
Christian Community Service.

Road Baptist Church or other
churches in the area through
different programs.
They can also serve on
campus through outlets, such
as student leadership,
Scaremare and tutoring.
Students are given the opportunity to get out into the community
and
serve
Lynchburg residents who
need a helping hand.
Students can serve at the
Lynchburg Public Library,
Young Life or nursing homes.
These are but a few of the
many opportunities the
Christian Community Service
Department offers. More
information can be found
onthe Christian Community
Service Web site, www.liberty.edu/academics/religion/cc
service/.
According to Lee Gibson, a
GNED professor and assistant
director of the program, the
department seeks to give students meaningful opportunities. The department continues to work at providing more
Christian Community Service
outlets, "As the student body
gets bigger, we need more of
them," said Gibson.
The department is also
working at providing service
opportunities that are specific to students' majors. The
department understands that
students often continue in
their service after they have
fulfilled their requirements.
Christian C o m m u n i t y
Service is a requirement, and

it may seem as though it
should be done voluntarily in
order to be meaningful.
Often, something must be
required first in order for it to
be appreciated. Ryan Donald,
a seminary student and former undergraduate student
said, "it offers a chance for
people to be exposed to different opportunities that they
otherwise wouldn't."
Christian Community
Service not only gives the students the opportunity to
serve, it also gives organizations and churches the chance
to see the impact Liberty has
on its students.

Each year an award is given
to the Christian Community
Service worker of the year,
and students are nominated
not by the school, but by the
organizations themselves.
Christian Community Service
gives Liberty students the
chance to serve and be
Christ's hands and feet while
giving the community a
chance to see what Christ can
do through an institution that
seeks to train up devoted followers of Christ.
Contact Kristi Kirkland at
kmkirkland@liberty.edu.

ADAM BISHOP

HELP YOU SERVE
Service Office.

Rachel Crowell is a secretary in Christian Community

Back from 'Down Under
Freshman Ben Proctor's take on being an 'MK' from Australia

ministering for 18 years. These two are the
parents of freshmen Ben Proctor, 19, who
grew up in Sydney and discovered the need
I
for an authentic passion for Christ both in
It all started long ago when two Liberty himself and in Australia.
Proctor was at a Kid's Club Meeting when
graduates felt God's hand guiding them to be
missionaries. Leaving everything they knew he was challenged to let Christ be the light of
jbehind, they followed God's calling to his life. "That grabbed my attention," Proctor
; Sydney, Australia, where they now have been explained, "I could actually picture this little
By Mandi Corbett

1
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PROCTOR — Benjamin continues the legacy that his parents paved for him by attending Liberty University.

boy with a lamp." Giving his full attention to
the teacher, Proctor realized for the first time
that just because his parents were missionaries didn't mean he was going to heaven. At
only 6 years old, Proctor became a Christian.
"It can be difficult growing up as a pastor's
son," Proctor said, "I can't tell you how many
people told me that I should be acting a certain way," he explained. After a while the
pressure and unrealistic expectations got the
best of him. He found himself wishing he
could distance himself from Christianity all
together. "I wanted to experience the world
for myself," he said. It was during this time
that Proctor began to realize his need for a
more personal and authentic walk with God.
"You can be a Christian for a long time and
still be a baby in Christ," Proctor said. He felt
God working in his heart while was doing a
study of Nehemiah. He realized that just as
Jerusalem needed rebuilding, so did his life.
As Proctor developed a stronger faith in
God he began to notice the lack of depth
some people within the Christian community
in Sydney. "Christianity in Australia is very
casual," Proctor explained. "It's a dwindling
culture that is very much in need of good
churches," he said. Sydney is an international area where other religions such as Islam,'
Catholicism and Anglican are prevalent.
"Many people see it as a threat, but we see it
as an opportunity to help change more lives,"
Proctor said.
Dr. Troy Matthews, Professor of GNED
and a fellow Australian said, "I have had the
privilege of knowing the Proctors and
observing their ministry for almost 20 years.
If I had to encapsulate the essence of their
success, it would be that they have consistently, 'loved God' and 'loved the
Australians.'" If it is true that home is where
the heart is, then it is easy to see that the
Proctors have made Australia their home."

In past years, Proctor was both a camp
counselor and a youth leader. He explained
that he worked with children who had been
neglected, abused and who had seen their
parents murdered before their own eyes.
"They came to camp so angry and afraid, but
so many of them accepted Christ and made
decisions to follow God. It was amazing to
see them change so drastically," he said.
Having seen God working so evidently in so
many lives, he began to love God in a way he
hadn't before. He realized that this was a God
on whom he could depend.
Within the next year, Proctor's new-found
dependence on God was put to the test when
he left behind everything he knew to move to
Liberty University. "He was really anxious
about coming to a completely different country, but he just gave it over to God," relayed
cousin, Jessica Proctor. While the culture
shock wasn't too drastic, he has encountered
what could be considered somewhat of a language barrier. "It can get confusing when I
call cookies, biscuits and biscuits, cookies,"
he said laughing. And while the subtle differences in language don't set him back too
much, they have made for a few embarrassing moments. Proctor also conveyed that the
atmosphere in America is very different. "It
•seems like everyone is in a hurry to get things
done and in Australia most people have this,
'it'll work out' attitude."
Proctor encourages other "PK's" and
"MK's" that might be feeling the pressure of
expectations to pray through it. "It comes
down to an individual choice," he explained.
"If you have a desire to know God, you will
have that relationship." He explained that
while you will never be perfect, truly knowing
God will carry you through anything.
Contact Mandi Corbett at alcorbett@liberty.edu.
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Quote of the week: "Politics is not a bad profession.
If you succeed, there are many rewards, if you disgrace
yourself, you can always write a book."
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Did you know? A person who smokes a pack of cigarettes a
dig will on average lose two teeth every 10 years.

— Ronnie Reagan

— www.amusingfacts.com
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"I have some students who use
a.m., and averaging only six hours
of sleep per night. Reed also said he work as a means to an end, i.e. getaverages around five or six hours of ting their education," Troxel said.
By Andrew Stevens
sleep a night, and that he is often "Others lose perspective on why
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
they are in Lynchburg and let work
tired in class.
"If I work on a school night, I get in the way of school. That is a
usually don't get home from work mistake. Students who keep their
ooks, tuition, meal plans, until around 1 or 2 a.m.," Plummer priorities generally don't let work
cell phone bills, gas, gro- said. "If I have any work I need to harm their studies. In fact, it
ceries and rent are just a get done, I usually am up until makes them better people because
number of things college students about 3:30 trying to get everything they learn the value of time. They
are faced with paying for partially done. This means that I only get learn how to more wisely set prioror entirely. Many college students about six hours of sleep at night, ities and to take responsibility for
resort to working part-time jobs in which means I'm usually very tired their lives."
Huff echoed Troxel saying,
order to help their parents with the next day in class."
these expenses or to cover these
According to the National Sleep "I've had students who worked 20
expenses themselves.
Foundation, the recommended hours a week, worked for the
According to Liberty University's amount of sleep for the average Liberty Champion and they did
Federal Work Study Office, there adult is between seven and nine exceedingly well in school. I've
had other students that have not
are currently 346 students working hours a night.
"When children and young worked and they have struggled."
in Liberty's federal work study program. Out of those 346 students, adults don't get enough sleep, it can
Reed, Coffee and Plummer all
there are 23 students working off affect their behavior as well as their said that their jobs have forced
campus in Liberty's community performance in school and their them to view free time as much
work study program at Linkhorne social and recreational activities," more important now, and that
Middle School, Bethune
N u r s e r y S c h o 0 1 a n d a t "Students who keep their priorities generGuggenheimer Nursing Home.
ally don't let work harm their studies. In
Khalil Reed is one of those 346
students involved with Liberty's
fact, it makes them better people because
federal work study program. Reed
they learn the value of time. They learn
is employed by Athletic Media
how to more wisely set priorities and to
Relations and works between 20
and 25 hours a week to pay for
take responsibility for their lives."
many of the same expenses other
Dr. Steve Troxel
college students have. He enjoys
Department of Communication Studies
his job and believes it prepares him
for the future.
Carl Coffee and Natalie Plummer said Jodi Mindell Ph.D., in an arti- they now use that time to do homeare also Liberty Students, but they cle published on the foundation's work or study. Plummer added
both work off campus at one of Web site. Mindell is a NSF director. that she tries to only work two or
Lynchburg's newest restaurants, "The results can include bad three nights a week, and that she
Buffalo Wild Wings. Coffee feels moods, impaired motor function, tries to get the majority of her work
motivated to work for many of the delayed reaction time, and dimin- done before going to work.
same reasons Reed does. He has ished mental functioning."
While Reed, Coffee
and
been supported by his parents for
Dr. Steve Troxel and Deborah Plummer have both made strides to
almost 23 years, and he believes it Huff are both communications pro- utilize free time more effectively,
is time for him to do something on fessors at Liberty who both have they have realized that juggling colhis own. He also sees his current had plenty of experiences with stu- lege and a part-time job is not as
job as an opportunity to develop a dents trying to balance school and a easy as some may think.
work ethic that will be helpful upon job. Both Troxel and Huff agree
"My grades have probably gone
graduating from Liberty.
that the key for any student trying down a little this semester, because
While Coffee took 15 hours last to balance school and a job is the I have not had a lot of time to
semester at Liberty, he worked student's priorities. They both said study," Plummer said.
between 35 and 45 hours a week at that no matter how much the stuCollege students and professors
Buffalo Wild Wings. Both Coffee dent needs the paycheck that they are not the only ones affected when
and Plummer admit to generally have to be willing to put school a student chooses to work. Often
getting to bed between 2 and 4 first.
managers and supervisors of local
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WORK OR PLEASURE — Students enjoy not only sipping on a cup of hot chocolate at the Drowsy Poet, but also working there.

HOLLY CLEMENTS

CLOTHING PARADISE — Many students work at clothing stores in the mall for discounts on
their favorite brands.

businesses feel the strains that
working around a college student's
schedule can create.
"The college kids and the people
not in college have the same work
ethic, but a college student's schedule is more unpredictable, said
Jason Steves, a manager at Buffalo
Wild Wings.
According to www.collegeboard.com it is important for college students to learn to tell their
bosses when they cannot work. The
Web site also suggests that students make a "to-do" list every day,
reward themselves for their accomplishments and to find the time
that they study best.
According to www.collegezone.com, there are benefits that
students can gain from working on
or off campus. The Web site noted
that students like Reed who choose
to work on campus generally find
employers to be a bit more flexible
with their schedules. The Web site
also noted that while students are
generally limited to 20 hours per
week; during school breaks, students can work full-time.
Another benefit of work study
employment the site noted was that
students can get work experience in
a wide variety of areas. Students
may also be able to choose a job
related to their major or to their

extracurricular interests.
Collegezone.com noted that one
of the benefits of working off campus is that the pay is usually better.
Also, part-time employment in the
student's desired career choice can
be a great way to develop a resume.
While students, professors and
supervisors all may feel the impact
of a student's decision to work, it is
ultimately the student that shoulders the biggest burden from this
decision. Not only does working
impact the student's academics,
but a job can also take a toll on a
student's attempts to have a spiritual and social life as well.
"I definitely do not have a chance
to hang out with my friends as
much since I started working, but
I found I have become closer to
God," Plummer said. "I sometimes
get worn out from everything and I
need God to give me comfort and
strength to get through the day."
While working whether on or off
campus can provide its benefits as
well as its downsides. Students
should consider these before heading off to work.
Contact Andrew Stevens at
sastevens@liberty.edu. ,

ADAM BISMOI-

NOW HIRING — Students need to be careful to choose a job that understands that they are
students and need time for study.

